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nother year older and wiser ....Older - yes....Wiser - unlikely! 

I don't think I can remember a time when the media has been as depressing as currently. With the 
aftermath of the bankers turning our economy round we now are beginning to experience the ‘tightening of 
our belts’ prophesied by our enlightened leaders. There has never been such a division of ‘have’ and ‘have 
nots’ . Many that have been prudent (what a quaint forgotten old word) with a lifetime of saving for the rainy 
day and a comfortable future ahead, now see their pensions depleted and savings decimated. I think the 
‘want it - take it’ attitude is now possibly a thing of the past and we are slowly getting used to it. Endless 
credit has taken its toll and the old virtues of ‘saving up’ before buying may well come back into fashion. 
There seems to be a general feeling that things will get worse and maybe living within ones means will be a 
necessity rather than an objective....still, enough of my sage-like ranting and on with my short-term précis of 
personal events since my previous entry. 


We have not taken a proper holiday for a while now due mainly to the problems running the business when I 
am not around. This hopefully will be addressed this year. I enjoy the ‘crack’ of hard work and the job 
satisfaction in catering is a very valued end product. The year just finished has been one of my busiest and 
many new and existing clients have expressed their appreciation. Our friends are dearer to us now than ever 
before and we seem to have had some memorable times with them all...many of which are shown in the many 
previous volumes. Likewise with family we are now all so much closer than ever before and we value one 
another's company and yet maintain our own personal space. Mum is still very ‘with it’ with her saucy sense of 
humour very much in evidence. DP has his personal problems with Angela but the kids adore him and he them. 
He has just gone to Sri Lanka for a three month yoga and fitness regime to regain some circus strength and 
get him self in the right frame of mind to handle his personal set back. Lynn is looking forward to retiring 
now and I really hope I can make it possible this year. Lynn is one ina million and is everything I could hope 
for and then some.. We both would now like to take things easier as we still start the day at 5.45am and 
work long hours and when we eventually sit down we fall asleep. We deserve a good holiday and hopefully we 
can travel while we still have our faculties. Tammy is still the bundle of fun she has always been and DP and 
Tammy, Mum, Lynn and myself are extremely close. We feel proud that we have such a loving and lovely 
family. Hardly a day passes without a contact with Mum, Tammy (DP less frequently as his travels prevent 
the daily contact). Ben is such a wonderful son-in-law and we are so proud of his work ethic, his devotion to 
Tammy and his simply unique relationship with Larnie which is so obviously reciprocated. Larnie is doing so 
well at her new school and is a delightful grand-daughter. She has grown up with us and there is a real bond 
between us. Beau has come out of his shell and when we went out for a family meal over Xmas he danced in 
the restaurant and is a delightful lad. Likewise Peachie is very expressive and a little doll. She is very bright 
and cute as a button. Jack is growing up rapidly and seems to enjoy his latest educational situation. John is a 
young man and doing very well at his job and it is a shame we don't see much of the boys during the year. 
wseDP got me a new camera for Xmas and hopefully the fruits of this will be evident in the rest of these 
volumes. Hard to believe I am up to number 33 already and have just had my 67" birthday...I hope you enjoy 
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This view from Ken Wood shows how the Shard is progressing’ difficult-to get shots’ into 
‘easy to take shots’ 


‘We decided to see how the Olympic Park was 
progressing as it is only 18 months now to its opening. Taking the tube to Bromley-By-Bow we met a Blue 
Guide who escorted us via the canal side walk at Three Mills to the viewing area in the Olympic Park 


A cormorant on the mill top 
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Three Mills was an important area for both agriculture and industry since the Saxon times (first noted in 
the Doomsday Book which identified eight mills in the area). The House Mill closed due to heavy bombing in 
the area in 1941-42 and the Clock Mill continued until 1952. The island now includes the Grade I listed House 
Mill, believed to be the largest tidal mill in the world, (Below....view from the back) 


The mooring at Three Mills has historically been the home for 20 canal boats and 31 canal boat 
living people. Until a few months ago when the British Waterways announced that everyone would 
have to leave for 18 months while the canal undergoes improvements made to transport 
construction materials for the Olympics. Now the mooring is home for three boats and seven 
people, who negotiated for special permission to stay. 


Worms, small and pink, live in the canal mud; the mud that is usually freckled with tyres, bikes and 
other human leftovers. For 30 years the worms have been the prey of not only birds who come to 
hunt when the tide goes out, but also tropical fish enthusiast Brian, affectionately called the 
Worm Man, and later joined by his son Darren. 

Two days a week for the past 30 years Brian has come to Three Mills to hunt these worms and 
then sell his catch to tropical fish food buyers. After the canal improvements, the Worm Men will 


Page 10 Photo History 
not be able to hunt at Three Mills because the canal, that has historically been tidal, will 
continuously be floating. Besides being safe from hunting birds and men, it is yet to be determined 
how the worms will fair being underwater indefinitely. (Extract from a local blog...) 
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A strange aspect of development where the original well-known Yardley factory finds 
itself in the middle of urban growth 
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Carpenter's Road Lock, where Waterworks River meets the Old River Lea, close to the 
site of the 2012 Olympic Stadium. 


The Olympic Stadium 
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The Olympic Stadium will have a capacity of 80,000 during the Games: 25,000 permanent seats in its 
permanent lower tier and a lightweight steel and concrete upper tier holding a further 55,000 spectators. 
The upper tier can be dismantled after the Games. 


The Olympic Stadium will be located in the south of the Olympic Park on an ‘island’ site, surrounded by 
waterways on three sides. Spectators will reach the venue via five bridges that link the site to the 
surrounding area. 


This is how part of the massive site now looks. It is a ‘hard-hat' area with the green viewing ‘tube’ on the 
right of the picture. The site is well advanced and is a veritable book-full of statistics. The guided tour was 
well worth it as we would never have found this viewpoint unaided. 


We went on from there to Docklands where we had lunch and then via DLR to Greenwich and enjoyed The 
Maritime museum which is very light and has fascinating information and seafaring artefacts especially those 


with London influences. 


We then walked around Greenwich craft market enjoying afternoon tea in the quirky back room of a café 


SWeetings 
FebrnilanyscOld 


Most of the waiters are long- 
time employees and know many 
of their customers personally, 
occasionally demonstrating a 
slight trait of eccentricity that 
seems to permeate the whole 


establishment. 


PEARL & COUTTS 


. 
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WEETINGS 


R ES T A U R A N T 


Sweetings (City) Limited 
39 Queen Victoria Street London EC4N 4SA 
Telephone: 020 7248 3062 


BILL OF FARE 


Service Not Included 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted 


STARTERS 
Smoked Salmon and Prawn Paté ...... HOO! «— ROtted SHPUNPS sas se ae sie ee-sie aye sce ave ox 8.50 
Six West Mersea Native ........... J4°75" Fined Whitebalt . ..5 0.5 oes ye ee oe sg os 6.70 
Grab Cock tal: sea ccre are sesses. aes. ava. os, as, a0 14:20: sSmiOKEG He] | se. css ses see os ax ges sexe anens 10.75 
Prawit COckta tle soi; oecoys; everavaconsrenacenss 11.25 Smoked Cod Roe .......2000e02e8: 10.75 
Mediterranean Prawn ............. 1425 ‘Grivadlax wso2 cee es gs ee seem neers 10.75 
Smoked Scotch Salmon ............ 11.25 SMOKE THOU. aeons ox cennrccvnnesacecrstoie 9.00 
DICSSEGIGTAD: coatecsrsvenarersaxetxneeneaine 16.00 
SOUPS 
Lobster Bisque: sits as nnsecs a0. 2 38-59: 500! Crab BisQi@icinessnscrarnesuvrmasnaci OO 
SEAFOOD SPECIALITIES 

Cooked to order 
Dover Sole Scampi, Fried or Grilled ........... 17.25 
Fried, Grilled or Poached ..........31.00 Scampi with Bacon ............... 18.50 
Halibut Smoked Haddock, Poached Eggs .... 18.50 
Fried, Grilled or Poached .......... 26.25 Skate Wing, Fried or 
Turbot Grilled, Mustard Sauce ......32.00 | Poached with Black Butter ......... 18.50 
Turbot, Poached or Fried ...........32.00 Fresh Salmon Cakes .............. 12.50 
Cornish Brill Fried ................ 25.75 Salmon Steak .....:.:0:6:0:c:0scaceeieee ee 15-75 
Plaice Fillets Fried. oc6 ccccccew ness 15.25 Séa Bass Grled: corascaceccsaavwis sess we 19.25 
Haddock Fillet Fried .............. V4.20) (ChePStFISh Ble a. .ceiecesscsssvacereressresne see 13.50 

COLD TABLE 
Crab Salad) « ecw: ercnmrancwmn rene 19.50 Lobster Salad Scotch ..............30.00 

VEGETABLES 
Potatoes. Fried, New or Mash....... 4.50 Spinach, Creamed or Buttered ........ 5.00 
OAS: saseamennaccneimancns ot ah om amo SHIDO. Fresh Vegetable of the Day .......... 5.00 

HOME MADE PUDDINGS ; 
ADDIS Pie mre te oe Os wa ee ASO — Spotted Dick: sicasscracnaanrennmee weve 4.50 
Inpicetl li rit) 0) aoe a 4.50 Steamed Syrup Pudding ............ 4.50 
ISOS oes ca ba A ees 4.50 Bread and Butter Pudding ........... 4.50 
SAVOURIES 
BUCK REPRE i ccc acs ast des cerasetnennearenes 495) “Welsh Rarebiltis ec -ssaye-qe-0re cvaracewneerars 4.75 
Selection of Fine Cheeses ........... GOO ROeS.ON TOaSt so. ae ane oye eassis ctveins eas 4.75 
Brown Bread and Butter............ 0.40 

WHITE WINE 
Muscadet: surlic: 3 os: da ciatacta coe. ca ee Oo 6 BES Re ( 
SAUVISTOM sass cis ae ans: site eesvenxqumvsreey. 4 eucrommbetanesmestia\ aud Girt ane as aa ous eo 
Chardonnay” 3 es oi aes es tee sts catararersterers 
Macon Blanc Villages .............. The ve 
GABLE! secs ors, ane aes aes as ae aoe aes see ry 
ANCOR. os vox: x2 rape: -ans Sud Spe es Wha laeeasaensaeys traditional 
Man BuIsse? sscccacconvaveaciesiroann ami ais. 
Montagny seeessicssessmemem. mae menu 


Pouilly Fume Cuvee ............... 
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> Sunday lunch at The Riverside Nursery restaurant 
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Many different thoughts go through one's mind as time goes by and possibly age brings in the added 
dimension of ‘having seen it all before’. I am totally disillusioned with politics and our involvement in Libya 
now seems totally uncalled for and more importantly NOT what is wanted by the general electorate. When 
will our politicians accept that the UK can not afford to run with the big boys and to a certain extent we are 
a spent force. The US seems to now accept this and has stepped back. Better we put our own house in order 
and build up our financial world standing. At home here we are rapidly seeing financial problems through 
every strata of society and how long can extreme cut backs in all our infrastructure be accepted. The 
rumblings of discontent are getting louder. The government now acknowledge, for the first time, that 
immigration has been unchecked and totally abused. We all saw for ages now those sham marriages, the 
influx of false student and hidden refugees were entering and once here claiming benefits and were almost 
totally free to remain. How long this can continue must be a major question that has to be addressed. I liken 
it to filling a bottle with a hole at the bottom. 


On a social level I am very unhappy with standards in public life. The behaviour of many of the public in 
‘normal’ situations seems to have reached an all-time low. Television and radio echoes the 'dumbing-down’ of 
our values and this is where my age allows me to view it from a time when values where higher. I know it is 
not fashionable to precede a sentence with the words "I remember" but we perhaps should learn from the 
past. I know the old adage about young heads and old shoulders but does every generation have to repeat 
mistakes in order to learn...I think not. Where are the sages in our society now. Who do we look up to and 
respect?? Who can be regarded as role models?? Film stars? Politicians? Sportsmen and women? Hardly!! 
Driving, queuing, shopping, behaviour on public transport...all these every-day activities reflect a breaking 
down of standards. Parents do not seem to instil personal standards of self respect and to my way of 
thinking , if you have not got self respect how on earth can you have respect for others. These is no question 
mark at the end of that sentence as it was rhetorical question. 


Well, I feel better now...great therapy writing these ‘Photo History’ volumes. 


Today is Good Friday (April 22"4 2011) and I am sitting in our garden at the table under the covered arbour. 
I have rigged up a cable support over the vines so that everyone passing by does not fall over the trailing 
cable, disconnecting me in the process. We have just got the water feature working more effectively and the 
sound of the water is very therapeutic. 


It has been a remarkable hot period for the last few days and 
we have walked in Trent Park and local parks for hours and 
been aware that we have all this beauty on our doorstep so 
maybe I should be more positive. Have just had a call from DP 
with the great news that the boat search has been successful 
and he has had his offer accepted. It is currently moored at 


Woodbridge and is a well maintained 100-year old Dutch barge 
named Nearly Perfect (translated) .He is off to Spain to work 
for a few days tonight and will pick it up in a week or so and 
take it to the mooring he has secured in Pill Mill. It is so good 
that he will now have a base and home that can move as he 
requires. It is him to a 'T. I am sure later pages will have 
some shots of his new home.... 
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In March we took Beau & Peachie for a day to Felikstowe and the weather was unexpectedly great. The 
various attractions hurriedly opened to maximise on the few folks that were around and the kids had a great 
time (and so did we) - hiding on the beach...candy floss, pizzas, train and boat rides...that's what childhood 
memories are made of...(and grandparents too) 
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At the end of April (29) was the Royal Wedding and as usual we like to keep a record of our version of 
current events and we felt that as the TV coverage on the day would be far better than any views we would 
be able to get but we still wanted that ‘being there’ feel. So the night before we went along the route (which 
was not possible on the day) and it was a fantastic experience as the following pictures will show. The crowds 
were all so happy and every nationality thronged the streets. The media were there in force and the police 
and security were all very organised and good-natured. We were so pleased that we did not miss it. 
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LONDON ®@ WILL AND KATE 


~ THE ROYAL WEDDING + TRAFALGAR SQUARE. 
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Royal Wedding# 
April 2011 
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Congratulations 
William and 


Kate 


-From The 
Philippines!!! 


syatulations 
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Royal Wedding# 
April 2011 
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TAKEN THE KING! 
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DESL Ilidll, Wil UEpPal LUNE Cid c1ice 
House at 10.10am. They will travel 
in one of the Queen's two Bentleys, 
each of which is 6.22 metres long - 
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QUEEN VICTORIA 
MEMORIAL 
The memorial will be dominated by 
media but those who find a space at. 
the Palace gates will be able to 


p 
Lancaster bomber and 
two Tornados and two 
Typhoons - 


Ss Ay 
Buckingham - 
Palace 


% , GORING HOTEL 
+ 1 Kate Middleton and her father 
yh < Michael will leave the Goring Hotel at 
- 10.51am in a 1978 Rolls-Royce 
> Phantom VI for the Abbey via 


Grosvenor Place, Buckingham Palace 
Road and Buckingham Gate to The Mall 
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